Welcome to the Survey on Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM), sponsored by the AIHA Learning Resource Center Project
This survey is being jointly conducted by the American International Health Alliance (AIHA) and the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire as part of AIHA's ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the LRC program as well as supporting a research study with Dr. Ruth Cronje and Dr. James Freeman acting as the primary researchers. You were selected as a possible participant because you are a physician or other health professional affiliated with an AIHA partner institution.  
The objective of the study is to characterize the understanding, acceptance, and implementation of EBM by clinicians at AIHA partner institutions and to solicit your preferences in the clinical practice of medicine according to the principles of EBM. Your responses will help the research team select and/or design EBM training programs and make suggestions to the AIHA to provide effective support for EBM in clinical practice.

If you consent to take part in this study, you will complete this online survey and submit it to the research team. Although it is highly unlikely, there is a slight risk that your comments, which may be quoted in presentations or publications, can be traced through circumstantial evidence to you. There are no other anticipated risks to your participation in the study. You will receive no payment for your participation. 

Your answers will be secure when they are electronically submitted. Research records will be kept secure; only members of AIHA staff and the research team will have access to the records. The database administrator is the only person with access to your identifying information; he will assume responsibility for contacting you, if necessary. The researchers will not be able to link your identifying information and records without your explicit permission.

This study is entirely voluntary. Your decision whether or not to participate in this study will not affect your current or future relations with AIHA or the University of Wisconsin—Eau Claire. If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw at any time without affecting those relationships.

Contacts and questions
The researchers conducting this study are Dr. Ruth Cronje and Dr. James Freeman. You may ask any questions you have by contacting Ruth at cronjerj@uwec.edu, phone: 715-836-5384; Jim at freeman4@charter.net, phone 715-858-4600; or Mark Storey at AIHA at mstorey@igc.org; phone: 202-789-1136. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this study and would like to talk to someone other than the researchers, contact:

Dr. William Frankenberger, Chair
Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects
172 Human Sciences and Services Building
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54702-4004
Telephone: 715-836-5604

CONSENT FORM
You are being invited to participate in a study to investigate evidence-based medicine (EBM) in AIHA partnership institutions. This survey is being distributed to physicians, educators, policy-makers, and other health professionals at CEE and NIS partner institutions. It will take you approximately 20 minutes to complete. 

Your survey responses will be assigned a unique identification number. The number will primarily be used as a mechanism to avoid contacting those who have already completed the survey, and to identify respondents who have special skills and/or interest in EBM. The database administrator, who is not a researcher on the project, will maintain strict control of the identification number so that researchers will not be able to link you to your responses without your explicit permission.

Statement of consent:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   I consent to participate in the study.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   I do not consent to participate in the study.
Have you previously taken this survey? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

Please enter your three initials (FML - First name, Middle name, Last name). If you have previously taken this survey, please try to use the same identifying initials you used before. 

     
Your country 

     
Your institution 

     
What type of health professional are you? (Please click all that apply) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Physician

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nurse

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Educator

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Health administrator/policy-maker

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Researcher
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Specialty 

     
What year did you receive your most recent medical degree? 

     
How many hours of direct patient care do you have in an average week? 

     
Have you received specific training on evidence-based medicine before? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

Was this training provided by staff of your institution's Learning Resource Center? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No

If no, where/from whom did you receive this training? 

     
Year of birth 

     
Sex 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Male

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Female

How frequently do you use e-mail? 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

How frequently do you use the Internet/World Wide Web? 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

How frequently do you use Medline? 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

How frequently do you use the Cochrane Library (on CD-ROM or online)? 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

How frequently do you use CD-ROMs provided through the LRC at your institution? 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

In your day-to-day work, how accessible is current scientific information? 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Please rate your level of basic computer skills. 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Please rate your ability to use the Internet to find health and medical information. 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Please rate your reading knowledge of English. 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Please rate your reading knowledge of Russian. 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Which of the following sources do you use to obtain necessary information? (Select all that apply) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Books, journals, and other printed publications that you own

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Books, journals, and other printed publications from libraries/other sources

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Internet

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conferences/seminars

 FORMCHECKBOX 

CD-ROMs

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Advice of colleagues/other health professionals

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other

Among all sources of information that you use, approximately what percentage do your receive from each? (The numbers should total to 100%)
     
Books, journals, and other printed publications that you own
     
Books, journals, and other printed publications from libraries/other sources

     
Internet

     
Conferences/seminars

     
CD-ROMs

     
Advice of colleagues/other health professionals

     
Other.  Please describe:       
Please answer each of the following five short-answer questions.


Please define evidence-based medicine (EBM): 

     
How would the practice of EBM alter patient outcomes in your setting? 

     
What are the barriers to the practice of EBM in your setting? 

     
In clinical practice, when should you consult the scientific literature in your setting? 

     
What do you think it means to practice medicine rationally? 

     
Please indicate your degree of agreement with the following statements.  

Please provide answers to every multiple choice question, otherwise the entire survey will be invalid!


It is important to include clinical experience in the practice of EBM.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

It is important to include patient preferences in the practice of EBM.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

It is important to include scientific evidence in the practice of EBM.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Evidence-based medicine is an important part of my medical practice.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

EBM requires me to disregard my clinical experience.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Practicing EBM improves patient outcomes.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

The practice of EBM interferes with clinical autonomy.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

To be rational, clinical judgment requires quantitative evidence.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I trust my medical decisions more when I have considered the scientific evidence than when I do not.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Patient preference is an important element of my clinical decision making.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Evidence-based medicine is impractical for everyday clinical practice.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I am just as likely to use EBM with common conditions as with unusual cases.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

The best way to practice EBM is to critically evaluate the scientific evidence myself.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I have sufficient skills to practice EBM.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I have sufficient time to practice EBM.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I am cautious about changing my practice.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I have sufficient skills in communicating the implications of research evidence to patients.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I cannot accept study results that are at odds with my clinical experience.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I would be likely to conform with widely held expert opinion even if it contradicts the current best scientific evidence.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I keep my practice consistent with local practice standards even if they do not conform to current best evidence.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I fear the criticism of my colleagues if I practice EBM.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Adherence to evidence-based clinical practice guidelines interferes with clinical autonomy.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

My institution supports evidence-based practice.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

My institution's salary/compensation plan encourages evidence-based practice.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Using an evidence-based approach will reduce my income.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I am concerned about the financial costs of purchasing resources for evidence-based medicine.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted in my region is likely to influence my clinical decisions.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted in the United States is likely to influence my clinical decisions.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted in Western Europe is likely to influence my clinical decisions.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted in Australia is likely to influence my clinical decisions.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted in my region is of the same quality as research conducted in Europe.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted in my region is of the same quality as research conducted in Australia.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted in my region is of the same quality as research conducted in the United States.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Research conducted outside my region is generally applicable to my practice situation.

 FORMDROPDOWN 
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Please rate the relative importance of EBM compared to other concerns at your practice location Please make only one selection. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

0

No

Importance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

4
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

5
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

6
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

7
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

8
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

9
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

10

Greatest
Importance


I have difficulty practicing EBM because patients demand treatments that lack evidence for effectiveness.
 FORMDROPDOWN 

There is not enough scientific evidence relevant to my specialty to allow me to practice EBM.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

I have sufficient time to discuss the implications of available evidence with patients.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Subjects being described in evidence-based resources are too different from my own patients for the results to apply.

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Please rate your understanding of the following terms. 
Relative risk

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Absolute risk

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Systematic review

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Odds ratio

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Meta-analysis

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Clinical effectiveness

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Number needed to treat

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Confidence interval

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Heterogeneity

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Publication bias

 FORMDROPDOWN 

IRID-Quality Index

 FORMDROPDOWN 

If you answered that you have some understanding or you could explain to others the meaning of the above terms, please provide explanations below:

Please explain what is meant by relative risk 

     
Please explain what is meant by absolute risk 

     
Please explain what is meant by Systematic review

     
Please explain what is meant by Odds ratio

     
Please explain what is meant by Meta-analysis 

     
Please explain what is meant by Clinical effectiveness

     
Please explain what is meant by Number needed to treat

     
Please explain what is meant by Confidence interval

     
Please explain what is meant by Heterogeneity

     
Please explain what is meant by Publication bias

     
Please explain what is meant by IRID-Quality Index

     
Rate your own understanding of EBM. 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

Rate your own attitude toward EBM. 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

How many times in an average week do you consult evidence-based information resources? Please select only one answer.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  <1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  6-10

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  >10 times

How many times in an average week has consulting the evidence resulted in you changing your practice? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  <1

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1-5

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  6-10

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  >10 times

Do you wish to receive a copy of the results of this survey? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Do you wish to receive more information about EBM training? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

I would like training in (please choose all that apply): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Searching the literature

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Critical appraisal of literature

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Application of evidence to individual patients

What sort of training would best meet your needs? Please select only one answer.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individualized

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Small group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Large group

What type of training schedule would best meet your needs? Please select only one answer.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  One whole weekend (retreat) 3X/year

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  One weeknight per week for 15 weeks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  One full week per year

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Online at my own pace
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